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DTS: The term “provisionary” applies to those devotees of the path for holy men and
those of the Pure Land [teaching] who are classified under the contemplative and the
practical. (p. 160)
CWS: The term provisional refers to those of the Path of Sages and those of the
meditative and nonmeditative practices within the Pure Land path. (p. 125)
Inagaki: “Provisional” [disciples] refer to practitioners of the path of sages and those
who practice meditative or non-meditative good of the Pure Land Way. (pp. 133-134)
Yamamoto: ‘Temporary’ refers to all those who abide in the teaching of the Path of

Sages and those of the Pure Land School who practice the Settled and Dispersed Mind.
(p. 138)
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DTS: Therefore the Master of Komy®oji says: “There are so many schools in the teaching
of Buddha as to number 84,000, because there is such a variety in the capacities of beings
who accept the teaching. (p. 160)

CWS: Hence, the Master of Kuang-ming temple states: “The gateways of the Buddhist
teaching are many, numbering eighty-four thousand, / For the capacities of sentient beings
are not the same.” (p. 124)

Inagaki: Thus, the Master of Kuang-ming Temple says: “The Buddha’s teaching has
many gates, numbering eighty-four thousand, / Precisely because the capacities of beings
are different.” (p. 134)

Yamamoto: Therefore the venerable master of Komyoji says: “The Buddha’s Ways are

eighty-four thousand, Just as there are many who seek the Way”. (p. 138)
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DTS: Again, he says: “The provisionary methods are all of one character and are not
different one from another. (p. 160)



CWS: Further he states: “Provisional gateways of expedience are in essence the same,
without any difference.” (p. 124)

Inagaki: He also says: “Provisional gateways of expedience are the same and not
different [in their objective].” (p. 134)

Yamamoto: Also a line is, which says: “The Temporary Gates of Expediency are all
but equal and they differ not”. (p. 138)
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DTS: Again, he says: “So many varieties, but they are all classed under the gradual. After
an austere practice of ten thousand kalpas, those who practice these varieties attain the
Unborn. (p. 160)

CWS: Further he states: “The various dharma-gates are not the same; they are called
teachings of gradual attainment, / And one realizes nonorigination only through a myriad
kalpas of painful practice.” (p. 124)

Inagaki: He also says: “Teaching gates that differ from each other are called the “gradual
teaching”; / One must perform painful practices for tens of thousands of kalpas before
realizing the non-arising of all dharmas. (p. 135)

Yamamoto: Also are lines, which say: “The gates all differ. Hence the Gradual Ways.

/ Men but after long hardships gain the end”. (p. 138)
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“Provisional” refers to the various practitioners of the Path of Sages and those who
engage in the meditative and non-meditative practices in the Pure Land way.

Therefore, the Master of Gaungmingsi states: “There are many gates in the
Buddha’s teachings, numbering as many as eighty-four thousand. This is truly because
the capacities of sentient beings are not uniform.

Further, he states, “The provisional gates of the expedient teachings are all the
same, with no difference among them.

Further, he states, “When the various gates are not uniform, this is referred to
as “teaching about gradual attainment [of enlightenment]. One engages in difficult

practices for ten thousand kalpas and only then realizes the non-arising [of all dharmas].



