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DTS: Chikaku of the Zen school eulogizes the devotees of the nenbutsu, saying: “How
wonderful is the power of the Buddha! It is altogether beyond comprehensibility. Nothing
like it has ever taken place in history.” (p. 159)
CWS: Chih-chiieh of the Ch’an school praises the practicer of the nembutsu: “How
wondrous! The power of the Buddha surpasses conceivability; never has there been such
power.” (p. 123)
Inagaki: Chih-chiieh of the Ch’an school says in praise of the followers of the Nembutsu:
How wonderful! The Buddha’s power is inconceivable; there has not been anything like
this in all ages. (pp. 133-134)
Yamamoto: Chih-chiue of the Zen sect, praising those who say the Nembutsu, says:
“Rare it is! The Buddha’s power is inconceivable. Nothing of old can equal this”. (p.
137)
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DTS: Ganjo, Master of the Vinaya School, says: “As far as the philosophical
understanding of [Buddha-dharma] is concerned, no one can surpass Chisha. And it is he
who, at the last moment of his life, mentioned The Siitra of Meditation, praised the Pure
Land, and passed away. As far as the understanding of the dharma-dhatu is concerned,
no one can surpass Tojun. And it is he who persuaded the four groups to think of the
Buddha and, deeply impressed by the excellent features of [the Pure Land], departed for
the West. As far as the study of Zen and the insight into the Buddha-nature go, nobody
can surpass Kogyoku and Chikaku. And it is they who organized an association for the
practice of the nenbutsu. Both finally ascended to the uppermost rank. As far as Confucian
scholarship goes, no one can surpass Ry, Rai, Ryiishikd, and Hakurakuten. And it was

they who took up the brush and sincerely expressed themselves with the desire to be born
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in that Land. (p. 159)

CWS: Yiian-chao, master of the Vinaya school, states: “Ah, for clear understanding of
the teaching and the contemplations, who can equal Chih-che (Chih-1)? But when facing
the end of life, he took up the Contemplation Sutra, and praising the Pure Land, he went
there forever.

“For realization of the dharma-realm, who can equal Tu-shun? But he urged all
four groups—monks, nuns, laymen, and laywomen—to think on the Buddha, and
perceiving the excellent features, he went to the West.

“In practicing dhyana and seeing reality, who can equal Kao-yii and Chih-chiieh?
But they formed societies for contemplating the Buddha and both realized the highest
birth in the Pure Land.

“For ability in classical study, who can equal Liu, Lei, Liu Tzu-hou, and Po Lo-
t’ien. But they all took up the brush to write the truth and aspired to be born in that Land.”
(pp. 123-124)

Inagaki: Master Yiian-chao of the Vinaya school says:” As for the clear understanding of
the doctrine and contemplation, who excels Chih-che (i.e., Chih-1)? Near the end of his
life he upheld the Contemplation Sutra; after glorifying the Pure Land, he passed away.

“As for the insight into the Dharma realm, who is equal to Tu-shun? He urged
all four groups of Buddhists to be mindful of the Buddha; after perceiving the miraculous
signs, he passed away to the west.

“As for practicing meditation and seeing Buddha-nature, who surpasses Kao-yii
and Chih-chiieh? They formed societies for contemplating the Buddha and both attained
the highest grade of birth.

“As for deep learning in Confucian studies, who can match Liu, Lei, Liu Tzu-

hou, and Po Lo-t’ien? They all took up the brush and wrote sincere words, aspiring to be
born in that land.” (p. 134)
Yamamoto: The venerable master Yuan-chao of Risshu says: “Ah, to be clear at the
teachings and perceptions, who can well surpass Chih-cheh? Nearing death he took up
the Kammuryojukyo, praised the Pure Land, and passed away. Who can know well the
world of Truth as Tu-shun? He urged the Four Groups of Way-seekers, said the
Nembutsu, saw miracles, and went to the West. To attain dhyana and see the Buddha
Nature, who can surpass Kao-chiu and Chih-chiue? They formed religious gatherings,
said the Nembutsu, and together attained the Life of the Highest Grade. In the teachings
of Confucius, who might surpass in learning such as Liu, Li, Liu-tsu-hou, and Pai-yo-
tien? But all took up pen, told truth, and sought birth in the Pure Land”. (p. 137)
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Zhijue of the Chan school, praises the practitioners of the nenbutsu, saying, “How very
rare! Since the power of the Buddha is difficult to conceive, there has never been [such

a person], in past or present!”
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Master Yuanzhao of the Vinaya School states: “Ah! In terms of clarity in both teaching
and contemplation, who can compare with the wise Zhiyi [538-597]? Coming to the
end of his life, he took up the Contemplation Sutra, praised the Pure Land, and passed
on forever. In terms of accomplishment of the Dharma realm, who can compare to
Dushun [557-640]? He encouraged the four groups [of Buddhist followers], recalled
the Buddha, and, experiencing the excellent form [of the ornaments of the Pure Land],
went to the West. In terms of practicing meditation and seeing Buddha nature, who can
compare to Gaoyu [d.u.-742/747] and Zhijue [904-975]? They both formed
associations, recalled the Buddha, and together ascended to the upper rank. In terms of
aptitude in the study of the Confucian teachings, who can compare with Liu [Yimin
(352-410)], Lei [Cizong (386-448)], Liu Zihuo [773-819], and Bai Letian [772-846]?

Yet they all took up their brushes, wrote of sincerity, and aspired to be born in that land.



