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DTS: Onichikyi says: “As I read The Sitra of Eternal Life, 1 find that if all beings who
hear the name of this Buddha awaken faith, are gladdened, desire even for one thought to
be born in the Pure Land, they will be born there and abide in the stage of non-
retrogression. The term “non-retrogression” is avaivartika in Sanskrit. This corresponds
to the Land of Recompense which, as related in The Saddharma-pundarika Siitra, is
attained by Bodhisattva Maitreya. When the birth is gained by virtue of one thought, one
is like Maitreya himself. The Buddha’s word is never an empty one. This Sitra is indeed
the one that teaches the shortest cut to the Pure Land and the wonderful means of
liberating oneself from sufferings. You are all to believe and accept this.” (p. 158)
CWS: Wang Jih-hsiu states: “As I reflect on the Sutra of Immeasurable Life, 1 find that
sentient beings, as they hear the Name, realize even one thought-moment of shinjin and
joy, and aspiring to be born in that land, they then attain birth and dwell in the stage of
nonretrogression. “The stage of nonretrogression” is avaivartika in Sanskrit. The Lotus
Sutra states that this is the stage of fulfillment attained by Bodhisattva Maitreya. The birth
attained in one thought-moment is, as such, the same as [the stage of]| Maitreya. The
Buddha’s words are not empty. The Sutra of Immeasurable Life is truly the shortest path
to attainment of birth, the superlative means to liberation from suffering. All people
should embrace [its teaching]. (p. 122)
Inagaki: Wang Jih-hsiu says: “I read in the Sutra on the Buddha of Infinite Life, “All
sentient beings who having heard his Name rejoice in faith and are mindful of him even
once, aspiring to be born there, will attain birth and dwell in the stage of non-
retrogression.” “The stage of non-retrogression” is avaivartika in Sanskrit. The Lotus
Sutra (Saddharmapundarika-sitra) says “[it is] the stage of reward attained by
Bodhisattva Maitreya.” Those who attain birth through a single thought of mindfulness
are the same as Maitreya. The Buddha’s words are not spoken in vain. The Sutra on the
Buddha of Infinite Life is truly the shortest way to birth, the divine method of eliminating
suffering. All should accept it in faith.” (p. 132)
Yamamoto: Wang-jih-hsui says: “I look into the Muryojukyo. This says: ‘If there are
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beings who hear the name of this Buddha, blissfully trust in him, and think of him once,
desiring to be born in his land, such will be born in his land and attain there the
Unretrogressive State’. ‘Unretrogressive State’ answers to ‘Avinivartaniya’ in Sanskrit.
This answers to the ‘Recompense Land of Bodhisattva Maitreya’, as according to the
Saddharmapundarika Sutra. By one thought one gets born. This is as in the case of
Maitreya. The Buddha’s word cannot be false. This sutra is truly a channel through
which one can be born in the Pure Land. It is a divine prescription to get away from
sorrow. All should believe in”. (pp. 135-36)
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DTS: In The Larger Siitra we read: Buddha said to Maitreya, “In this world there are
6,700,000,000 bodhisattvas in the stage of non-retrogression; they are to be born in the
Pure Land. Every one of these bodhisattvas has once gone through making offerings to
all the Buddhas whose number is beyond enumeration. And they are now of the same
rank as Maitreya. (p. 158)
CWS: The Larger Sutra states: The Buddha said to Maitreya, “In this world there are
sixty-seven hundred million bodhisattvas of the stage of nonretrogression, and they will
all be born in that land. Every one of those bodhisattvas has already in the past made
offerings to innumerable Buddhas, and is next [to enlightenment], like Maitreya.” (p. 122)
Inagaki: The Larger Sutra says: [The Buddha said to Maitreya,] “Sixty-seven kotis of
non-retrogressive bodhisattvas from this world will be born there. Each of these
bodhisattvas has previously made offerings to innumerable Buddhas [and is next to
Buddhahood like Maitreya].” (p. 132)
Yamamoto: The Larger Sutra says; “The Buddha said to Maitreya: ‘There are in this
world six thousand and seven million bodhisattva who have attained the
Unretrogressive State and who will be born in that country. Each bodhisattva has
already entertained all the innumerable Buddhas and enjoys a position which will be

next to that which you Maitreya enjoy”. (p. 136)
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Wang Rixiu states, “I have heard the Sutra on Immeasurable Life which states that those
sentient beings who hear the name of this Buddha, accept it in their hearts and feel joy
over its message for even one thought moment, because they aspire to be born in that
country are immediately born there and abide in the stage of non-retrogression. The
stage of non-retrogression is referred to as the avaivartika in Sanskrit. In the Lotus
Sutra it is said to be the stage of fulfillment that is attained by Maitreya Bodhisattva.
Those who are born [in the Pure Land] for one thought moment are just the same as

Maiteya. The Buddha’s words are not empty. This sutra is truly the fastest way to birth
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[in the Pure Land] and the wondrous method for being / spiritual way to be / freed from

suffering. All should accept it.
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The Great Sutra states: “The Buddha told Maitreya, ‘There are six billion, seven
hundred million bodhisattvas in the stage of non-retrogression who be born in that
country from this world. Each of those bodhisattvas has already in the past served

innumerable Buddhas and is just like Maitreya.’”



