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Abstract:

What was scripture to the Buddhists of medieval Japan? This paper explores a novel form of scripture that
emerged in monastic cloisters (inge Bt 5) and semi-independent bessho HlIFT. Distinct from canonical
Buddhist texts (issaikyo —BI#%), these scriptures were specific to Dharma lineages yet often transcended
school boundaries. The esoteric Shingon school played a pivotal role, with centers at Ninnaji, Daigoji, Kajuji,
and Mount Kdya, among others, producing innovative rituals and texts. Figures like Shinkaku, K6zen, and
Kakuzen advanced new rites such as the Turning the Wheel (tenporin ho #zi5#ii£) subjugation and the
Wooden Tree Empowerment (misogi kaji {H4< A7), integrating divine powers to enhance ritual efficacy;
and, instructions and related commentary were transmitted in excerpt-notes (sko #0) and protocols (saho 1E
1£), typically in orikami $T#% or butterfly-binding (detchdoso #i % % ) form. Finally, epistolary writing became
a significant genre of sacred works, paralleling scriptural traditions in other religious contexts, particularly

within Kamakura period “new” schools.

Notes: The Lecture will be in English.
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