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DTS: (Andagain:) Itis arare event to meet the Buddha while he is here. It is also rare
to find beings who are endowed with faith and transcendental wisdom. The rarest event
is to listen to the most wonderful doctrine [of the Pure Land]. But the rarest of the rarest
is to believe in the doctrine and also to have others believe. Propagating as universally as
possible the message of great compassion is indeed the truest way to requite what the
Buddha has been doing for us. (p. 156)

CWS: Further, he states: Extremely difficult is it to encounter an age in which the Buddha
appears, / And difficult indeed for a person to realize the wisdom of shinjin. / To come to
hear the dharma rarely met with / Is again among all things most difficult. / To realize
shinjin oneself and to guide others to shinjin / Is among difficult things yet even more
difficult. / To awaken beings everywhere to great compassion / Is truly to respond in
gratitude to the Buddha’s benevolence. (p. 120)

Inagaki: He also says: It is extremely difficult to encounter an age in which a Buddha
appears in the world; / It is also difficult for the people to realize the wisdom of faith. /
To be able to hear the rare Dharma / Is among the most difficult. / To accept it in faith and
teach others to believe in it / Is the difficulty among all the difficulties. / To spread great
compassion everywhere and guide others / Is truly to repay the Buddha’s benevolence. (p.
129)

Yamamoto: Also line are, which say: “Hard is it to be born where the Buddh’ is; / Hard
to obtain faith and the wisd’m that rings; / Hard to hear this Law, this Law so rare: /
This is the hardest of all, of all things. // “To have faith and other well to teach / Is
difficult, the hardest thing of all. / His Great Grace we spread and we widely teach. /
Thus one repays Him well who does us call. (pp. 133-134)

AR

Further, he states: It is extremely difficult to directly encounter a Buddha in the world.
For a person to have acceptance and wisdom is difficult. Happening to hear the rare
Dharma: This is also held to be the most difficult. Accepting it oneself and leading
others to accept it: Among difficult things, this is yet even more difficult. Great
compassion universally transforming all things is what truly ends up repaying our debt
of gratitude to the Buddha.
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DTS: And again: The color of the body of Amida is like a mountain of gold. The Light
emanating from his features is shining all over the ten quarters, but it is only those who
are practicing the nenbutsu that the Light takes in under its protection. It should be known
that the Original Prayer of Amida is the strongest. All the Buddhas in the ten quarters are
eloquent in giving testimony to the nenbutsu. Solely pronouncing the Buddha’s Name,
they move westward and, coming under the Buddha’s flowery pedestal, are ready to listen
to the wonderful Dharma. All the prayers and practices belonging to the tenth stage of
bodhisattvahood reveal themselves of their own accord. (p. 156)
CWS: Further, he states: The body of Amida is in color like a mountain of gold; / The
radiance of his features and marks illumines the ten quarters; / Only people of the
nembutsu are grasped by the light; / Know that the Primal Vow is the decisive cause.

The Tathagatas of the ten quarters extend their tongues and give witness: /
Persons who solely say the Name attain the West. / Reaching the lotus dais, they hear the
excellent dharma; / The vows and practice of the ten stages naturally manifest themselves
in them. (p. 120)
Inagaki: He also says in the same work: The color of Amida’s body is like the golden
mountain; / The rays of light of his physical characteristics and marks illumine the ten
directions; / Only those who recite the Nembutsu are enfolded in the light; / Realize that
the Primal Vow has the strongest power. / The Tathagatas of the ten directions extend their
tongues and give witness: / Through exclusive recitation of the Name, you reach the
Western Land; / Mounting the lotus seat, you will hear the excellent Dharma; / You will
see the vows and practices of the ten bodhisattva stages manifest themselves
spontaneously. (p. 130)
Yamamoto: Also line are, which say: “The body of ’Mita is as of gold; / The light from
His person shines over all. / But with Nenbutsu we in His light bathe. / Know all come
from the Vow that us does call!

“All Buddhas Him praise and they well attest. / We but call on His Name; to
West we go. / We in the lotus sit, hear the best Law. / Unworked the works of Ten Soils
shine aglow”. (p. 134)
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Further, he states: “The color of Amida’s body is like a golden mountain. The light of
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his features shine throughout the ten directions. Just those who do the nenbutsu receive
the enveloping light. One should realize that the original aspiration is the strongest. The
Tathagatas of the ten directions extend their tongues in attestation. Those who solely
call the name reach the Western Land. Having reached that flower dias, they hear the
wondrous truth. The practice and aspirations of the ten stages appear to them
spontaneously.
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